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handed in at the Foreign Office by the Serbian Legation
early in the afternoon.25
Though Bethmann had already been given to under-
stand that it "agreed-to nearly all the points/'2« the read-
ing of the text showed him definitely how conciliatory it
was, and how far Serbia had yielded to the demands. He
may well have been irritated at Berchtold for not having
even yet sent a copy of it to Berlin.27
There were four new telegrams telling of Russian mili-
tary preparations along the German frontier: Kovno put
in a state of war; the mouth of the Diina barred with mines ;
and troop movements at several points.28
A telegram from Vienna announced Austria's sudden
decision "to issue the official declaration of war tomorrow,
or the day after tomorrow at the latest, primarily in order
to cut the ground frqm every attempt at intervention/7 29
instead of adhering to the plan, already notified to Berlin,
of waiting until about August 12, when the concentration of
the troops would be completed.
A telegram from Lichnowsky indicated the disturbing
 25	It was dispatched from Belgrade to the Serbian Legation in Ber-
lin on July 25, 7:40 P.M.; arrived July 26, 8:58 P.M.; and was handed
over in a hardly legible form by the Serbian Charge* d'Affaires to the
Berlin Foreign Office next day, but at what hour is not precisely indi-
cated (K.D., 271, note 3).   Bethmann,, telegraphing to the Kaiser July
27, at 11:20 A.M., speaks of "Serbia's answer to the ultimatum, the text
of which we have not yet been able to get hold of" (K.D., 245); and ten
minutes later he telegraphed to Vienna:   "Please telegraph text of the
Serbian reply immediately" (KJX, 246).   It was evidently not in hand
at the conference at Potsdam, since it was sent to the Kaiser by special
messenger at 9:30 P.M,; but did not arrive in time for him to read it
that night (K.D., 270, note 2; 293).   Jules Canabon seems to be mistaken
in saying that the Serbian Charge d'Affaires gave it to Jagow "this
morning" (July 27; F.Y.B., 74).
 26	K.D., 245.
 27	Berchtold delayed forwarding it until he had time to annotate it;
see above, ch. vii, note 42.
28K.D., 264, 274-276; see also above, ch. vi, "The Russian Danger."
29 Tschirschky to Berlin, July 27, 3:20 P. M.; arrived 4:37 P. M.; sent
to the Emperor the same night, and to the Army and Navy Staffs next
morning; K.D., 257, see also below, at notes 42-54.

